
Otto Koenigsberger:  

Building Bangalore in the 1940s 

Dr. Rachel Lee is a senior researcher at the Habitat Unit, Berlin. Before joining the 

Habitat Unit in 2014, Dr. Lee studied architecture at the Mackintosh School in Glasgow, 

and completed her doctoral dissertation on Otto Koenigsberger’s work at the TU Berlin. 

She is currently preparing a research project that investigates the history of East and 

West German development cooperation in sub-Saharan Africa. She is also involved in 

DARCH! – a project to establish an architectural heritage centre in Dar es Salaam which 

is currently underway. Dr. Lee is a member of MOD Institute and the Transnational 

Architectural Group.  

 Otto Koenigsberger (1908-1999) was 

Government Architect of the Princely Mysore 

State from 1939 until 1948, when he was called 

to Delhi by Jawaharlal Nehru to take on the 

post of Director of Housing in the Ministry of 

Health. Koenigsberger, a Berlin architect of 

Jewish origin who had come to India to escape 

persecution in Nazi Germany was, as 

Government Architect, responsible for all the 

architecture and town planning projects 

undertaken by Mysore State.  

 

 

 

Beginning at the Krishna Rao Park, this tour 

wil l introduce the participants to a wide range 

of Koenigsberger’s architecture in Bangalore 

as well as to the architectural debates that 

marked the final period of colonial rule and 

the early years of independent nation 

building. Led by Dr. Rachel Lee, the tour will 

cover Koenigsberger’s work under Dewan 

Mirza Ismail and follow his career from his 

involvement with the Mysore State to urban 

planning projects.  

Thursday, 3 September 2015 

Tour Start Point: 1:00 p.m. at the Pavilion in  

M. N. Krishna Rao Park 
 

Tour End Point: 5:00 p.m. at IISc CCS  

To register, contact: +919880347794 OR 080-49000812-ext 836  

cph@srishti.ac.in 

Last day for registration: 1 September 2015 
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